
 1

 
Organizing Committee "BioSystematics Berlin 2011", Freie Universität Berlin, Botanischer Garten und Botanisches Museum, Königin-
Luise-Str. 6-8, 14195 Berlin, Germany, Phone: ++49 (0)30 838 50 383, Fax: ++ 49 (3)0 841 729 52, E-mail: berlin2011@bgbm.org , 
Web: www.biosyst-berlin-2011.de 

 

 
SYMPOSIUM 

 
Deciphering mid-Cretaceous terrestrial ecosystems 

 
Barbara Mohr, Clément Coiffard, Alexander R. Schmidt 

 
The onset and evolutionary success of angiosperms led to a re-organization of terrestrial 
ecosystems in the middle Cretaceous. Coevolutionary events of plants and animals provided a 
basis for radiation and speciation. Archaic gymnosperms declined and modern gymnosperm 
and fern families diversified in the shadow of the angiosperms. As a result, there was 
tremendous macroscopic change in terrestrial ecosystems that influenced many groups of 
insects, fungi and liverworts, and probably also amphibians and mammals. 
 This session is dedicated to current progress in the study of mid-Cretaceous terrestrial 
ecosystems and to the systematics and evolution of relevant late Mesozoic groups of terrestrial 
organisms. Contributions from the fields of botany, zoology, palaeoecology including plant-
animal-interactions and palaeoclimatology that aim to enlighten mid-Cretaceous terrestrial 
ecosystems and biota will be considered for this session. 
 
 


